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A R C H I V E S

¿'adame C h a ir ,

T oday , we a r e  a d d re s s in g ' r e c e n t  d e v e lo p e m e n ts  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  In d ig e n o u s  P e o p le s .
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V e, a s  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s ,  a r e  a  p a t i e n t  p e o p le .  We a r e  a  s h a r in g  p e o p le .  I  

w ould l i k e  to  s h a re  some e x p e r ie n c e s  w ith  y o u r  G roup. As in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le  b e ­

come more v o c a l  a b o u t o u r  p l i g h t s  in  o u r  h o m elan d s , th e  c o lo n i a l  o r  c o lo n i s e r  gov­

e rn m en ts  w i l l  become more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  i n  t h e i r  a t te m p ts  to  s u p p re s s  o u r  peo­

p l e ,  We m ust be  on a  c o n s ta n t  v i g i l .  Even i f  th e  f r u i t  lo o k s  te m p tin g , i t  may 

be  p o iso n  t o  o u r  p e o p le .

We come from  C anada. Our f o r e f a t h e r s  s ig n e d  a  t r e a t y  o f  s h a r in g  i n  1876 w ith  

th e  B r i t i s h  Crown. T h is  was no p e ;;ce t r e a t y .  We w ere n o t  a t  w a r. T h is  was no 

t r e a t y  o f  s u r re n d e r -w e  w ere n e v e r  c o n q u e red  o r  d e f e a te d .  I t  was a  t r e a t y  to  

s h a re  o u r  l a n d .  We own th e  la n d  o f  Canada» Ve a re  th e  la n d  o w n ers . C anad ian  

im m ig ra n ts  a r e  m e re ly  t e n a n t s ,  l u t  s in c e  1876 , th e  n o n - in d ia n  iia s  been  d e v is in g  

ways to  g e t  t i t l e  t o  th e  la n d  away from  th e  I n d ia n .  T h e i r  l e g a l  sy s te m  sa y s  we 

do n o t  own th e  la n d .  We a r e  m e re ly  t h e r e  b y  t h e i r  g ra c e  and f a v o r .  B u t, we a r e  

p a t i e n t .  Ve know th e  t r u t h .  The G re a t  S p i r i t  l e t s  u s  p r o t e c t  and c a re  f o r  th e  

l a n d .  We c o u ld  n e v e r  s e l l ,  g iv e  o r  o th e rw is e  a l i e n a t e  th e  la n d  from  o u r s e lv e s .

We co u ld  s h a re  and we d id .  T h is  m ust r e a l l y  b o th e r s  th e  n o n - in d ia n .  They do n o t  

w ant t o  p u t  in i '# th e ir  l e g a l  sy s tem  o u r  t r u e  l e g a l  r i g h t s .  I n s t e a d ,  th e y  d e v e lo p e d  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  C anada. L ik e  t h e  r e s t  o f  th e  t h in g  th e  t h in g s  t h e  n o n ~ in d ia n  

u n d e r ta k e s ,  t h i s  docum ent i s  a  f a i l u r e .  I n d ia n  p e o p le  a r e  n o t  r e c o g n iz e d .  Our 

p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  a r e  n o t  p r o t e c t e d  and o u r  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  n o t  r e c o g ­

n iz e d  o r  p r o t e c t e d .  I n s t e a d  s e c t io n  35 o f  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  " e x i s t i n g "  

T r e a ty  and A b o r ig in a l  R ig h ts  a r e  d e f in e d .  Then Canada and i t s  l e g a l  sy stem  

d e f in e s  w hat i s  a  t r e a t y ,  th e y  d e f in e  w hat i s  an a b o r i g i n a l  r i g h t .  I t  i s  l i k e  

b e in g  i n v i t e d  o v e r  t o  our/yhome f o r  s u p p e r  o n ly  to  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  th e y  a r e  s e r v in g  

you  th e  d o g 's  lu n c h  w h ile  th e  Cordon B le u  i s  b e in g  saved  f o r  o t h e r  g u e s t s .

The C h ie fs  o f  T r e a ty  6 A l l ia n c e  i n  th e  w in te r  o f  1981 and 1982 w a tch ed  d e v e lo p e ­

m ents l e a d i n g  up t o  th e  F i r s t  M i n i s t e r s ' C o n fe re n c e  on I n d ia n  I s s u e s ,  I n d ia n s



and indigenous peoples were "being r. ejected— -only so many at the table„ They 

were given no vote, ^he agenda was determined by the Governments. The place 

of the meeting vas chosen. The chiefs rnd elders at that tine decided to wait.

’To need to run to the table. If it vrere good, it would still be there in tho 

future. Eut five years later, all can clearly see that it was a smoke and 

mirror show designed to appease the Indians and the world. Tfany nr y think that 

it is worthwhile that a National Government convenes meetings with its indige­

nous peoples. ' J c do-not. It takes us away from the real work of re-establish— 

ing our communities. Does anyone really believe that our communities vrere 

changed or altered because our people did not neet with the national Govern­

ment? No, our people are still there surviving. Butj yes our communities 

have changed because they stood against the colonizer, the assimilated Indians 

and all others who tried to push them to the meeting and said "'To". That is 

really Indian Government in action.

'To government expert can decide on what is Indian Government and its power.

Because the power 'est with the people. Our people practice our Government.

Our meetings are in our own language, on our own lands and in our own time­

frame. îlo external interference. This government is our ancient government 

since before the immigrants arrived. It is alive and thriving. This is one 

area that the non-indian wants to change. They want us to take Government 

from them. They tell us that things are not possible because there are no 

lav/s in the Canadian legal system to recognize our government. The non-Indian 

wants everything in their terms. Our government must be developed in their 

model and their image.

There are a few things that bother me about non-indians developing models of 

self-government. Eow can you devolpe a model when the one that exists is corrupt? 

How can a model be developed for a people who have a totally different view of 

the world? It is not possible» ’.That is possible is to respect, to ;'hare, to



understand and in honour the Indian people who so kindly agreed to share the lend 

lOryears ago. ’ re are a patient people. T.'e try to wait for the non-indian to
«

understand our people.

We have rejected all attempts by the Federal Government to impose their sys­

tem on our people. For a hundred years, there were policies of assimilation.

They are still there. Only the title changes. In the 1890's, it was a policy 

for agrarian developement of Indian communities, it is now called alternative 

funding opportunities for Indians. Only the words got larger because the policy 

is Still in the 1890* S. 1 «t H  c> Í ^ e n i.' c ¡(- it .. c  c  K i  t  ' ¡ ' ' ' ( a j l  .

Recently in June 19^5» Canada passed legislation designating who could be an 

Indian. There were a lot of pat justifications including the misuse of a Hu­

men Rights Committee report. The legislation is based entirely upon the racial 

in$entification of who is an Indian. The legislation is a violation of the Co­

venant on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. The legis­

lation requires that communities continue the racial standards established by 

the legislation by having communities put in place laws for deciding who is 

an Indian. The chiefs and elders have rejected the application of this legis­

lation as the legislation is contrary to our right to freely determine who are 

our members. The legislation undermines the international covenants as it is 

based upon racial identification rather than upon language, cultural and group 

identity. In the final analysis, the chiefs rejected any notion that they 

would submit their Ih w s  to the Canadian Government for approval. If the chiefs 

:nibnituHff these laws, then there would be an admission that Canada had power 

over the laws of our people. This is not true and the chiefs refuse to comply. 

Members of the Working Group, please don't be lulled into believing that a 

minimum amount of selected parti citation in a. National Scheme is any real 

developement for the Indigenous peoples. At best, it is only a silent death 

rather than a noisy one. The dreain of the colonizer is to silence the people 

that they suppress. All methods ore tried.



Because we are a patient people, we have been Vole to observe, document pnd clas­

sify different methods of violations of human rights of Indians‘in Canada. This 

October, 19^7» the Commonwealth Heads of Governments meeting will be held in 

Vancouver The Treaty Six chiefs in con";unction with the Land Councils oí Aus­

tralia, the Maoris of New Zealand and the Anti-Slavery Society will host a three- 

day meeting prior to CHOGM to discuss the above mentioned topic and many others,

I would like to take this opportunity, 'Tada'ie Chair, to Invite you and your 

group to attend and observe the indigenous people from within the Commonwealth 

discuss violations under the colonial power and their attempts to find redress.

We find no redress from the Government of Canada, but find a way from our peo­

ple, Ve wait, ’/e share and we leam.

Thank-you, "adame Chair.


